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A FALSE ANCIENT BRITISH COIN

I RECOGNIZED this specimen as a forgery amongst several
ordinary coins in lot 39 of Puttick and Simpson's Sale of
January 27, 1909. In Sir John Evans' The Coins of the
Ancient Britons, p. 247, we find, under the description of
PI. vi., No. 11, a coin struck at Yerulamium, " A false com
with the same obverse and a disjointed horse on the reverse,
disgraces PI. i. of the Mon. Hist. Brit,, in which it stands
No. 50." The full title of this work is Monumenta Historica
Britannica, or Materials for the History of Britain from the
Earliest Period, edited by Henry Petrie, F.S A., and the
Rev. John Sharpe, B.A., fol., London, 1848, The illustration
in the Mon. Hist. Brit is not, however, from this identical
coin, but from one which was no doubt struck or cast from
the same dies. My specimen, which is slightly cupped, is
apparently of silver, and weighs 598 grs. Mr. W. J. Hocking
of the Royal Mint kindly examined it, and he is rather inclined
to consider it to be struck and not cast.

The obverse is very similar to that of Evans, PL vi., No. 11,
the difference being that on my coin there are only six leaves
instead of eight or ten leaves in each wreath forming the
cross, and the reverse is very like the reverse of Evans, PI. B,
No. 8, but there is no exergual line. The edge is too smooth
and regular for a genuine coin.
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